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to Gor, and their Kine 10 

longer thay they ſeem to Compart 

with the Promotion of their Secu. 

lar 1 ntereft ; 1 hope 1 will not be 
b 


who wal hereby have « an Occaf ” 
\ gratefully to Re ff up 
Uegiance to Your Soveraign: 
' Your Zeal for the PROTESTANT 
RELIGION as Eftabliſh'd in the 


Churcy of ENGLAND; and 


Your Affection for the Defe 
it inthe Royal and] luſt 
are e known ( 5 all that know Joe) ou ; | 
, and Sin. 
cere,  withow. "having any. In — | 
2 1 83 2 car 2 


rw ; upon Genting,, 


a Place; 5 Of 4 


venting 22 cb Tua das hupps- - 
ly trauma up in Leu ung, Loy | 
aky, aud Refigron's I did. nit un. 
tend to male it any more Publick\ 

than from the Pulpit. + Bus being” 
I certified that ſome Perſons agh\. 
' | were diſpleas d therewith, had 
, | very much miſrepreſented it, 1 
; | was willing it ſhould appear from 
be Preſs; that ſo it may be ſeen 
- 3 whether tere was pſt Reaſon for 
| any Proteſtant to be Diſpleas'd ; 
1 and arr to ep o ary falſe A-. 
Jperfions . 
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LS Tus 1 15 t may hat 20 

apor it; and di ſabuſe 2 who 
 auay have been deceiv d by em. I 

am little concern d about what 


- Reception it may meet with: Sure 


| am, that by Men f ſuch Loy- 


alty and Good Senſe as Your ſelf, 
it vill be perns'd with Candor : 


| as for the unkind Cenſures that 
may be paſe'd on it by the Rebel- 
| liows, and Conceited, they deſerve | 
ouly to be Langh'd a at, "OAK Des 1 


na 
| 1 am 81 Ry 8 great neben, 


eur nf obedient, 1 


and humble Servant, 
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Joux Reds th 
cometh the World, even our 


VER ſince the Tranſgreſſion of our - 
H Firſt Parents, the Purity of Human 
wLature hath been miſerably ſtain'c; 
its Faculties have been ſadly de- 
prav'd; and its Affections very liable to be 
deluded, to be influenc'd, to be overcome by 
the World. And the Reaſon of this is ob- 
viqus enough: For the Temptations which 
proceed from the World ſtrongly affecting 
our external Senſes, are therein exactly ſuited 
to the corrupt Mations of our degenerate Con- 
ſtitution; which unhappily employs itſelf, but 
yet is extremely well pleas'd in Their Gratifi- 
cation: So that here is on the one hand, 
Strength to attack, to conquer, and enſſave 
„ ; B 5 8; 
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us; and on the other hand, Unwillingneſs to 
reſiſt, Eaſineſs to comply, and Readineſs to 
give up our Freedom: And what can be the 
Iſſue of ſuch a fatal Concurrence, but that 
without ſome extraordinary Succour, the 
World muſt gain an entire Victory, and 


„ 


lead us away captive at its Will. r 
No w, as we are ſure that the Danger of 
This is very great, ſo *tis equally certain, that 
whomſoever the World ' getteth the Dominion 
over, it deceiveth his Confidence, baulketh 
his Expectations, and maketh him draw Dif- 
comfort from that which he looketh upon 
as the Fountain of his Delight: All its gol- 
den Promiſes by which it allareth Men to let 
go their Integrity, are found to be vain, un- 
| ſatisfying, and empty: And all its' dreadful 
| Threatnings whereby it affrightneth them from 
| their Duty, bring upon em much greater 
Evils than they can avoid by their Sin. Theſe 
are Truths of which I might produce many 
Inſtances out of the Hiſtory of former Times ; 
but that I think our Omi Obſervation is a- 


bundantly ſufficient to confirm it. Do but 


impartially ſurvey the Condition of thoſe 
Men, who ſacrifice Religion and a good 
Conſcience to their inſatiable Ambition, Ava- 
rice and Voluptuouſneſs; who ſtick at No- 
thing, ſo they may obtain worldly Honours, 
Riches, and Pleaſures; and run any Lengths 
of Iniquity, rather, than meet with the = 
; 1 | ver 
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verſe of em: I ſay, Do but impartially fur- 
vey the Condition of theſe Men, and you 
will find in the End, that their moſt Iaſcious 
Pleaſures are mingled with Gall; that their Gold 
and Silver are canker'd, and their Advancement 
to high Poſts of Honour, proves unto them on- 
ly an Occaſion of Falling, BY: 
Tus E temporal Evils, and feveral more 
which hinder our ſpiritual Welfare, proceed 
from our being Slaves to the World; and 
therefore we muſt needs reckon it a moſt 
valuable Bleſſing to be deliver'd from the 
Bondage thereof, to be Proof againſt its 
Charms, and regardleſs of its Frowns. Since 
the Corruption of Human Nature doth ren- 
der the Temptations of the World fo ſtrong; 
and ſince if thoſe Temptations ſucceed, they 
will be of very pernicious Conſequence unto 
us; it cannot but be a mighty Satisfaction 
to ſecure ourſelves from thoſe Miſchiefs which 
threaten us from this Quarter, by learning how 
to eſcape theſe Snares which eaſily beſet us; by over- 
coming this Enemy which doth frequently conquer 
45. Now for this Purpofe we have an infallible: 
Direction inſinuated in my Text: This is the 
Vittory that overcometh the World, even our Faith, 
Which Words, I ſhall + ovoid 


I, E XPLAIN, and ſhow what ] take 60 44 8 
| the genuine Maning of them. 
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II. 1 SHALL Jilla rate the Trath of tbem. 


ll. Anv Laſtly, 7 ſball wake fome Refleitions 
or Obſervations from them, by way Appli- 


r Farm: * 


I. THEN, I am to explain the Meaning 
of the Text, and ſhow what I take to be 
the genuine Senſe of it. This Term, the World, 
hath ſeveral different Significations in Holy 
Writ : Sometimes it is us'd for the beautiful 
Fabrick of Heayen and Earth, in which are 
comprehended all the Parts of the viſible 
Creation. Sometimes it is put for the whole 
Maſs of Mankind, which are the principal 
Inhabitants of it. And ſometimes it denoteth 
thoſe Men only who are given up to its Ser- 
. vice, and had rather part with their Inte- 
rity than forego the Good, or ſuffer the Evil 
hings of it. Laſtly, it doth often ſignify thoſe 
God and Evil Things themſelyes, which en- 
tice and over-awe Men to diſregard and ne- 
glect their Duty. In this Acceptation, I con- 
ceive it muſt be underſtood here; we be- 
ing under no Obligation, that I know of, to 
overcome the World in either of the former 
Senſes. Now the good Things of the World, are 
Pleaſure, Wealth, and Honour: And its evil 
Things , are Pain, Poyerty, and Diſgrace. 
Theſe Things are faid to overcome us, when 


3 f | h ; ur 
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zur Affections are immoderately fix a upon them; 
when we are byaſs d and determin'd by them 
in our Actings about moral Good or Evil. 
And conſequently, we may be ſaid o overcome = 
them, when our Hearts are lifted up far above 
them, to an eager Deſire, and diligent Proſe. 
cution of the Things of another Life: When 
our Hope and our Fear, our Love and our 
Averſion, are no more concerned about the 
Things of this World, than Reaſon and Re- 
ligion do permit. I ſay, than Reaſon and 
Religion do permit; becauſe as long as we 
live in the World, both Reaſon and Religion 
do joyntly allow us to have ſome little inferi- 
our Regard «zxto it. A Diſlike of the Calami- 
ties, and a Complacency in the Comforts of 
the World, are interwoven with the very 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Nature; and 
our heavenly 'Father, who knoweth 'whereof we are 
made, knoweth what Things we have need f; and 
what are the Objects of our Diſapprobation ; 
And hath. accordingly indulg'd us ſuch a Li- 
berty to follow after the Former, and protect 
ourſelves againſt the Latter,as doth conſiſt wit 
the Attainment of our ſupreme Welfare, © 
AN p therefore, to overcome the World, is 
not to ſit down in a ſullen diſcontented Hu- 
mour, and live in a continual Abſtinence from 


. 
- 


the Recreations of it. Tis not to reſign up 


every Thing valuable in it, merely for the 
Grarification of a ſuperſtitious Fancy, and put 


6 I be Triumphs ß 


| ourſelves out to the bleſſed Employment of 
1 Begging: Tis not to retire from the Com- 
pany of Mankind, and go a grave Pilgrimage 


into the Woods and Mountains. Tis not to 


Penn ourſelves up in a Monaſtery or Nun- 
nery ; or gloomily to lurk in a Cave or a 
Cell. No; for ſuch Practices as theſe are 
fo far from being Recommended by, that 
they are quite contrary to, the chearful and 
- ſociable Spirit of Chriſtianity. rel 1 
Bu x, to overcome the World, is to eſcape the 
Corruption which is in the World tbrough Luſt: 
Tis to bring it under, and keep it in ſuch 
Subjection, as that it ſhall want Power to pre- 
vail upon us, to commit any Sin, for the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of its Favours, or for the avoiding of its 
Frowns. And this Interpretation of the Phraſe 
doth appear very agreeable to the Context, 
compar'd with the 97h Yer/e.of the 3d Chapter 
of this Epiſtle. For whereas we read in Con- 


| text, Whatſoever is born of God, overcometh. the 


World : We find it there expreſs'd, Whoſoever 
is born of God, doth not commit Sin. So long 
then, as we Uſe this World, as not Abuſing it; 10 
long as we ſuffer not ourſelves to be influ». 
enc'd thereby to commit Sin; ſo long we may 
be truly ſaid to overcome it. In a Word, When 
our Minds ſoar aloft towards Heaven and 
heavenly Things ; when we place but a mean 
Eſteem and Value upon the Things of the 
Earth; when we vast poſtpone them in 

. . our 
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our judgments to Religion, and a good Con- 
ſcience, and are ready to quit and forſake | 
them, rather than violate T 1 when we can 
look down with a noble Air of Contempt 
upon worldly Bleſſings and Calamities, if fo 
be that they ſtand in Competition with out 
Obedience to GOD; and would ſooner ſur- 
render all that we have, and undergo any | 
Trouble, than tranſgreſs His Laws; Then it 
i that we are Conquerors, through Chriſt that loved 
us; Then it is that we gain the Vidtory over © 
the World. And this is the Victory that overcometh 


the World, even our Faith. 


By Faith here muſtbe underſtood, a Belief in 
Jesus ChRisr, that he is the Son of Gov, and 
that the Doctrine deliver'd by Him, is a Reve- 
lation of the Will of Gop. This is evident from 

what the Apoſtle hath ſubjoyn'd in the 
Verſe immediately following my Text; Who - 
is he that overcometh. the World, but he that 
believeth that Jeſus is the Son Ul God? He that 
believeth that J xsus is the Son of Go p, 
muſt alſo believe that his Doctrine is a Re- 

velation of the Will of Go p; One of theſe 
Truths being implicitly contain'd in the 
Other. But then we cannot rationally ſup- 
poſe, that a naked Aſſent to theſe Propo: 
ſitions, is the Faith here intended; for daily 
Experience doth' fadly teſtify, That ſuch aw 

Aſent is too faint and feeble to inſpire us 
with Reſolution ſtrong enough to n 
has n lade gods ee 
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none of its grievous Afidtions ſhall. have 
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and baffle the World's Temptations. The 
Faith which will render us ſufficient for theſe 
Things, muſt be fuch an unfeigned Belief of 
the Truth of the Goſpel, of the Divine Au- 
thority of thoſe, Rules preſcrib'd in it for the 
Conduct of our Lives, as doth incline us to 
conduct our Lives by them. It muſt be ſuch 
a ſteadfaſt and lively Perſuaſion that the Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings therein contain'd are 
true, as is the Subſtance of future Rewards 
— for; and the Evidence of future Puniſbments 
unſcen. i | ET 


From what hath been deliver'd, I think 
it appears, that the Meaning of this Paſſage 
of Scripture before us, is as follows; to wit. 
That a firm and active Chriſtian Faith wi 

enable us to ſubdue and overcome the Temp- 
tations of the World; fo that none of its git 
tering Charms ſhall have Power to allure; and 


formity to our known Duty. The Senſe of the 
Text being thus Explain d; I go on to the 


71 


II. Szconpd Thing propounded, namely, 
Io illuſtrate the Truth of it. And this Point 
will be made out with as little Trouble as the 
former : For the Holy Church throughout al 
the World doth acknowledge it; the goodly 
Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles declare it; the noble 
Army of Martyrs witneſs it; and the gloriqus 
Company of Saints (whoſe Conſtancy and 

| : Per- 
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| Perſeverance i in the Faith; whoſe Victories and 
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Triumplis over the World, we on this Day 


cottimettiorate) do cotfirm it, For . tW²as 
this Faith, which ettibolden'd the Apoſtles un- 


daunted! ly to preach the Goſpel of CHRIST, in 


Deflante of afl the p Powerful and malieious Op- 


pofers of it. Twas Gs Faith which made em 


diſdain the Promiſes, and deſpiſe tlie Treats 


nitigs of the World. TWas this Faith Which 
etüsd St. Paul to addreſs himſelf to the Ro- 
Raman in theſe noble and triumphant Ex- 
preffions, Who [ball ſeharate us from the Love of 
Va 4 Shall all Tribalztion or Diſtreſs, or Peiſecation, 
aktdnrſs, or Fimitit, or bil or Sword? Nay, 


ts dl thi Things ms ate wore thin Conpuertare, | 


throngh 5 thit lobed us. For I am perſuaded, 


that dle Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prin. 


ci palitits, ” vor Pomers; nor Thing, reſets act 


Thing ; th tome ;\ nor He th,. abr Depth nor any 0% 
ther Crtatuye, ſþ ſhall be able 70 ſeparate ith fro om the 


Live of God, which i in Chriſt Jeſs dus Lord. 

Twas ellis Faith which, made him and tlie feſt 
poftles, belia ve thetnſelves iu a manner 

ſuitable to theſe cotifident Expreſſions; by 4e- 


#911; tlemſelves the Comfſbrts of Life, ahd 24. 
thug up fein Croſs, rather tian not fallow their 


Hadiour. Twas 'the ame Faith exicourag'd 


the 99 1 77 f their Times, to imitate thei ir 
*Exatttþ by. tr 


laking, of the ſame bitter 

00 they 17 H; by being baptiz d with the 

{6 aun Blood 17 e whereivith 1 05 were 32 
4": 
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Twas the ſame Faith which animated the 


Chriſtians of the ſucceeding Ages, to tread in 
their Steps, to paſs through a Red Sea of their 
own Blood, before they could arrive at the 
' Heavenly,” Canaan... *Twas the fame Faith 
which enabled the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
'fo gloriouſly to. triumph over thoſe many 
and amazing Storms of Perſecution whic 
happen'd in the three firſt Centuries : Such 
were their Patience and Chearfulneſs in bear- 
ing them, as confounded their Perſecutors, in- 
flam d the Zeal of the Luke-warm, and were 
inſtrumental in bringing over Multitudes to 
the Faith: So that the Church which is the 
Myſtical Body of CHRIST, inſtead of being 
leſſen d and deform d, grew larger and more beauti- 
ful, even by the Loſs of its Members. 
Ay if we come nearer to our own Times, 
and confider the Church of Rome ſince ſhe 
_ *endeavour'd to uſurp a Supremacy over 
'all other Churches; ſince ſhe taught. Do- 
-Ettines of Devils; and brought into her Wor- 
ſhip a Pack of impious, nonſenſical, and ridi- 
culous Ceremonies ; we ſhall be from thence 
furniſh'd but with too many Inſtances of the 
glorious Triumphs of a true Chriſtian Faith. For 
| "what Pieaſures might Men have enjoy'd, what 
_ Wealth and Honour might they have obtain d in 
this World, had they been willing to comply 
with her deteſtable Impoſfitions ? But how 
many Thouſands, yea, Millions, were the — 
4 | | | WHO 
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who reſignꝰd up all outward Bleſſings, Who 
refus'd'all Worldly Advantages, and expos d 
themſelves to the ſharpeſt Torture, Poverty, 
and Diſgrace; rather than pollute themſelves 
with any of her Abominations? Nothing 


was more admirable than the Patience and Cou- 
rage of thoſe faithful Chriſtians, except the Rage 


and Mialire of their Popiſh. Tormentors ; who, 


_  rack'd their Invention to find out new In- 


ſtruments of Cruelty, which might Increaſe and 


Prolong their Pain, and kill them as it were 


by Inches. But notwithſtanding this, their 


Hopes were continually diſappointed, and | 
their Pęſigas render'd inęffectual; for Thoſe 


Faith pure aud undefil d even to Death 3 yea, 


and frequently expir d under the moſt grievous 


Inſtruments of Cruelty; without ſo muchas 
Complaining, or ſhewing the leaſt Uneaſineſs 
either in Look or Poſture, . Whether or no 
Gop did ſuſpend the Senſe of Pain by a Mira» 
cle ; Whether. or no the uſual Correls 

between the Soul and Body was ſuperna- 


turally cut off; Or, whether the Attention of 


their Minds was taken up about the other 
World, whereunto they were going; and ſo 
the Animal Spirits being moſtly. employ'd up- 
on Thought, and recall'd to the Brain, might 
leave the out ward Parts ſomewhat unfurni{h'd 
for Senſation; and thereby cauſe the Reports 
of Pain to be imperfect; is not material to 
. 5 C RS | enquire. = 


pondence, | 


always die {6 eaftly ; and when they 


were not ſure of it tin they came to Geer | 
and therefore the Strength of their Faith is 
not the leſs to de Add be that Ac 


count. 0850 
Nh What ſout 1 more fat. forth Ther 
would fail me to enlarge upon the Victories 
ain g over the World, by e noble Army 


of Martyrs who ſeal'd their Faith with their 


| Blood in put own Nation. The Time would 
fail me to tell of Ridley, and of Latimer, of Cran- 


mer alſo, and the reſt of our Reformers, who 
through Faith yielded themſelves: up to 


to the 
Violence of Fires ; out of 27 ne wee wade 


Strong, waxed valiant in Fi 
mental 4 petting to flight © iſh” Ignorance 
and Superſtition, and making our Church the 
Beauty and the Glor of the whole Earth. 
TRESsE were all Mer of like Paſſions ws 
our ſelves ; their Fleſh and Blood were as natu- 
rally deſirous of being plead, and altogether 
as unwilling to be diguſted as our own, Never- 
thelefs, when they were tempted to renounce 


their Religion, or to act unagreeably to its 


Maxims, we find that neither the Beſt, nor 
the Worſt of this World, had Force enough 
to prevail upon their Practice. "They took joy 
Fully the ſpoiling of their Goods; They freely un. 
derwent Shame and Reproach : and conflict- 


ed with the moſt cruel Tortures, rather than' 
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cake any eps towards A poſtatizing fror 
Profeſſion, That which endu'd them with- 
ſuek extraordinary y Fortitude: and Bravery, 
mas "their Faith, "Twas becauſe they were 
fully perſuaded of the Oertainty of dure By) 
niſhaients and Rewards; twyas becauſe their 
Hearts flood fa, and lieved inthe Lord. at's 


1Leseczzs now in the Third and 15 
Place, Te make ſome Reflections, or Obſer- 
* from What has been deliver, On 
Way of Application, Wy ö 


B of then, We may gem en Seeg 
the Inconſiſteney of a true Chriſtian Faith, 
with an immoderate Purſuit of worldly Advan- 
tages. I call that an immoderate Purſuit of 
worldly Advantages, which forceth us to any 
ſinful Compliance for the Atrainment and Pol- 
ſeſſion of them; or keepeth us from minding 
the Things which belong to our ſupreme Wel- 
fare. This is to become perſect Slaves to the 
World ; to be utterly conquer d and ſubda'd by 
it e How then gan it be compatible with 4 
Faith, whoſe Property it is to get the Victory 
over it ? An Error in this Matter, is of very. 
pernicious Conſequence indeed; but yet there 
are great Numbers ang us, who ſeem toi 

be miſſed thereby, and therefore I hope, this 


7 U 
j . 
* : .. 
— 1 
> * : F 
* ; i F 
2 2 1 
ir | 
j 
4 
: 


Reflection upon it will not be W Uns. | | 


| * Fer how frequently may 50 ſee 
| en 
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Men make their Duty 


fame Time pretend to believe the Truth of 
that Religion, which forbids the ſetting our 


Affections upon theſe Things; and abſolutely con- 


demns the committing any Sin, either to Pro- 


cure or Retain them. But we have not ſo learned 


taught by him, 4s the Truth. is in Jeſus + That a 


true Chriſtian Faith will enable a Man to en- 
counter and overcome the Femptations of the 
World, by diſpoſing and influencing him to 
forego, and reſign the Good, and ſuffer the 
Evil Things of it 5 when thoſe cannot be Ac- | 
quir'd or Poſſeſs d, and theſe cannot be Avoid- 


ed, without aQting contrary to fome of the 
Precepts of Religion. 23 To ey: 


. Secondly, FROM what hath been ſaid, we 
may reflect upon the great Advantage and 
Bleſſing of being endued with this victorious 
Faith. How happy muſt it be for a Rational 


Soul that is well acquainted with its own. 
Worth and Value, to have Courage enough. 


to maintain its Dignity ? What an agreeable 
Entertainment muſt it be for a Man who 
hath a proper Notion of his chief Intereſt, to 
conſider that he hath a Principle within which 
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truckle to their ſecular 

Intereſt? How many are there who {o greedily 
thirſt after the Wealth, Honour and Pleaſure of 
' the World; as to be at the Expence ofa good 

; Conſcience to come at them? And yet at the 


will 
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_ tention conſider we, That Eternity of incon- 
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will carry him through all the Digfcultics 
Danger and Miſery of being deluded by the 
World's Temptations, would not be glad of 
Aſſiſtance to overcome them? This is a Bleſ- 
fing well worth our hungring and thirſting af 


ter: This deſerves our utmoſt Care and Bi- 
ligence to attain it. Be it therefore our fre. 
quent Employment to contemplate upon that 
Holy Religion which we profeſs. With cool 
and unprejudic'd Minds examine we thoſe 
convincing. Arguments which eſtabliſh its 
Certainty and Reaſonableneſs, With cloſe At- 


ceivable Torment it denounceth againſt the 


Wicked; and the infinite Excellency of that 


everlaſting Reward it promiſeth to the Righ- 
teous. With hearty and conſtant Prayer im- 
plore we the Grace of Almighty Gop to co- 
operate with our Endeavours: And then, ac- 
cording to the Riches of his Glory, He will grant 
as to be ſtrengthen d with Might, by his Spirit in 
the inner Man: He will give us the Shield o 
Faith, which will empower us to ſtand ſftedfaſf, 
and overcome in the Hour of Temptation. © 
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 - Thirdly and laſtly, Fx 0M the foregoing Dif: 
courſe, we may obſerve, That if Gop ſhould 
permit the Enemies of our Religion to have 
Power to perſecute us for it, and to tempt us to 
Kenounce or Corrupt its Purity; it is our indif- 
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us therefore put on the whole Armour of { 
and ſit ourſelves for a ſuffering Condition 
Let us prepare 10 reſiſt even unto Blood, ſtriv 


nz againſt Siu; that ſo We may be able to with- 
brought to the Trial; for our Pure and Apo- 
ſtolick Church, which hath of late been n- 
jaſily and malicionſiy inſinuate. 


4 to br in Danger 
under the Preſent KI N &'s Adminiſtration ; 


dothinow appear to be brought into very great 


Danger indeed, even by 'Thoſe-who have al 
along pretended the moſt burning Zeal for 


its Safety. It doth now plainly appear to all, 


whom obſtinate Prejudice hath not blinded, | 
That thoſe Men, whoſe Perſons have been 


had in high Admiration, upon Account of their 
ſham Pretences in Favour of the Church of Exg- 
Land; have been for a long While endeavour- 
ing, and are, at this very J uncture, endeavour- 
ing to bring Her into Bondage to the .Church 
of Rome, merely for the Advancement of their 
own worldly. Intereſt ; the only Thing which 
they had ever an bear Concern for, If the 
abominable Deſigns of thefe.Men ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, and \Popery ſhould again be rampant 
in this Nation, whith God forbid ; we know 
15 | 5 Eh what 
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|, 4 true CurtsTIan FaiTH. 17 
| what Tribalation and Difreſs, what Miſery and 
| Tokture, we muſt ſubmit to ; or that which 
is infinitely worſe ; I mean, the Renuncia- 
tion of our Religion, which is inſeparably at- 
| | tended with the Loſs of a good Conſcience. 
| It is high Time then, that we examine our 
ſelves, Whether me be in the Faith; and provide 
for the worſt Aecidents that may happen. 
Goyv hath indeed frequently interpos'd in Fa- 
your of this Church and Nation; He hath 
often. reſcwd us, when we have been in 
the Jams of Ruin; when we have been 
upon the very Brizk of Deſtruction: And by 
| His detecting the treacherous, helliſh Con- 
| | trivances of our perjur d, falſe Brethren, we 
. | have Reaſon to hope, that He will zow deli- 
ver us. But if not; Let us make it known 
to them, and all their Friends and Adherents, 
That we will neither pray to their Saints, nor 
worſhip the gilded Images which they would ſet ap ; 
nor comply with any other of their unreaſona- 
ble, ridiculous, and deviliſh Impoſitions. What- 
: ever Affliction we may meet with for Perſeve- 
„ring in our Faith; it will be but light, if put in 
the Ballance againſt that eternal Miſery which 
, | will be laid upon us for. Rezourcizg it: And if 


we bear that light Affliction which is but for a Mo- 
ment, it will work for as a far more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory. For Affliction, there will 
be Glory; for Light Affliction, 4 Weight of 
Glory; for Light Affliction which is but for a 
6 5 nd F "age * 8 ; Moment, 


23> 


1 78 * The Trumps + Or. | : 2 * 


r 99 
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l . 0 conclude therefore, Let hs an 3: 
faſt in the Faith; Quit oarſel ves like Men, Th 1 


Chriſtians; and be ſtrong :' Always remem- 


bring, That! it is an infinitely leſs Evil to burn 
a ſew Minutes for a good Conſcience, than 
for ever with a bad one. - But that we may 
neither burn for the One, nor with the Other; 
Gop of his infinite Mercy grant, for Jesus 
Cm his Sake. Amen. e 
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